Escondido Amateur Radio Society
Repeater Rules

 

The EARS Board of Directors do not believe that it is necessary to establish an extensive, rigid set of rules, regulations and policies for the use of the Club repeaters since this would tend to minimize the enjoyment derived from Amateur Radio in general.  However, we do expect user to follow some simple, common sense  rules

As licensed operators, you are already aware of the required FCC Rules and Regulations. All repeater users are expected to follow FCC Rules and Regulations at all times when using our repeaters.  In addition, all users of the EARS Repeaters are expected to follow these simple rules:

1. Identify your station.
Identify your station every ten minutes during your QSO and at sign-off, as per FCC regulations. 

It is not mandatory for you to identify when first coming on the air, however for ease of operation and courtesy to the others on the frequency, please ID when coming on the air. 

Operators should also announce their call sign before transmitting any touch-tone commands or accessing EchoLink.

2. Allow stations to break the frequency and keep transmissions short.

Please leave a short pause between transmissions for the purpose of allowing other stations to break in. 
Also, keep your transmissions short.  If you get too long winded no one else can get in, plus you might time out the repeater, which could and should be embarrassing. The time-out is three minutes

Please only break in when there is an emergency, when you have something to add to the conversation or to contact another station and move to another frequency. 

Use simplex wherever possible, freeing the repeater for necessary uses.

3. Emergency and Special Event communications have priority.

Please allow any breaking station with an emergency to take over the use of the repeater.

Any special event approved by the EARS Board has priority use of the Repeater.  Use of the repeater for a Special Event should be cleared in advance through the EARS Board and Repeater Trustee.

4. Keep it friendly and do not engage in soap boxing.
Conversations on the Repeater should be friendly ones. Do not make them negative commentaries on institutions, groups, or people. Avoid discussions on inappropriate subjects including politics, sex and religion!  Don’t use the repeaters to "put people down." 

Soap boxing is when a user carries on a conversation on the repeater that is a thinly disguised broadcast. The subject is generally to "put down" an institution, group, or an individual for as wide as possible an audience. This is very objectionable to other repeater users and listeners. Using the club’s repeaters as a platform for soap boxing is not allowed.
5. Our repeaters are "G-Rated" 24 hours a day.
 Our rule is simple: absolutely no obscene, indecent or profane language at any time.
6. No broadcasting.
Amateur Radio is not a broadcast medium – 97.113(5)(b) makes it illegal to broadcast to the general public.

Any broadcasts which may be allowed under the FCC Rules, such as QSTs, must be approved in advance by the EARS Board before being transmitted on the Repeater.
7. If you hear stations jamming or interfering do not make any comment. 

If you can override the interference, continue with your conversation. If you cannot continue, sign off the repeater in a normal manner. 

8. Using EchoLink.

Identify BEFORE using EchoLink – Wait a few seconds for stations to reply to your request BEFORE dialing your connection

If you open an EchoLink connection, please stay on the air and available to shut it down. If you are heading towards the outskirts of the repeater system range make sure to close the connection BEFORE you fall out of range. 

Try not to bring up EchoLink and just listen. People may need to use the repeater and not know that they are also broadcasting to a repeater in Siberia. It is also not polite to the Hams in Siberia.

Regarding these rules

We tend to assume that everyone knows these generally accepted rules. But, that could be careless of us and unfair to those who want or need to have a clearer definition of our expectations and requirements. It can also create discord when repeater users offend others by unknowingly breaking some unwritten rule.  Activities that may be an irritation or even a flagrant violation to one person might not be an issue at all to another. It's probably best for us to be clear about the rules we really think are important.

We understand that everyone slips once in a very great while, no matter how hard they try.  But, we expect all users of the EARS repeaters to do their very best to follow these few simple and obvious rules of repeater conduct.

Also, please note that all repeaters have rules. These rules often go beyond Part 97. And, users who refuse to comply with the repeater’s rules can be told to stop using the repeaters. This is entirely at the judgment of the repeater trustees.
Rule 97.205(e) says, "…Limiting the use of a repeater to only certain user stations is permissible." There are no qualifications – ifs, ands, or buts – to this rule. This isn’t just the right to close a repeater. In fact, the ARRL says, "…a repeater does not have to be listed as being "closed" in The ARRL Repeater Directory in order to have a limited access." (Source: The ARRL’s FCC Rule Book) The terms "open" and "closed" don’t appear in the regulations at all! Listing a repeater as "open" means you don’t have to be a member in order to use it. But, you still must follow the rules of the repeater.

Repeater rules and regulation can be changed by the Repeater Trustee and the Club Board. Users will be notified of changes.

Here is our policy: the EARS repeaters are open for all to use, provided you follow the club’s rules in using them.
Nothing could be fairer. The ARRL says it clearest of all. 
"A repeater is not a public utility - you don’t have a "right" to use it! When you are using someone else’s repeater you are, in effect, a visitor in the owner’s station. So, you should conduct yourself accordingly. If you use that station in a manner that the owner finds objectionable, that person has every right to revoke your privilege of using it!" (Source: The ARRL’s FCC Rule Book)
We wish for everyone willing to abide by these simple rules to freely use our repeaters. We welcome you and hope you have many enjoyable conversations on the repeaters of the Escondido Amateur Radio Society. 73!
  

